
R
eal estate is a lucrative
investment option.
Many individuals, firm

and companies own more
than one property within
same city/multiple cities.
With growing economic
prosperity, expansion of
business, increase in salary
and household size, people
look forward to invest in
property. 

Investment in property is a
continuous and aspirations-
driven process. In recent
times, property investment
and returns on investment
have grown by leaps and
bounds which is driving force
for investment in real estate.
Often individuals who sell ex-
isting properties in city cen-
tres/prime areas have to
reinvest in property to save
on capital gain taxes. 

Thus, today’s sellers also
become buyers regardless of
their requirement. 

The main advantage of in-
vesting in real estate is it can
earn you rent along with cap-
ital appreciation. 

In Gujarat, As per Gujarat
Cooperative Societies Act,
1961, an individual (who is
competent to contract under
Indian Contract Act 1872) a
firm, company, a registered so-
ciety or deemed to be regis-
tered, the state government, a
local authority, a public regis-
tered or deemed to have been
registered under Bombay Pub-
lic Trust Act 1950, a group of
individuals can become mem-
bers of society. 

Till now the functioning of
society is done manually.
Maintenance, capital expens-
es, transfer of shares, no due

certificates, notices related to
meetings, general bodies
meetings, voting etc are con-
ducted through touch base of
members of society and record
keeping done physically. 

Many times for property
buyers and investors from
other states/cities or within
same city it becomes tedious
task to attend society meet-
ings and chairman secre-
taries of society find them-
selves helpless and many
times later on members feels
it's a compulsion for them

and chances of disputes aris-
es between members and
management. 

To mitigate this type of
working issues and for
smooth and fair operations,
societies are going digital.
Software for society manage-
ment systems is available and
it can also be customized as
per the need. Gradually soci-
eties are opting for it which
makes operations easy and
more importantly paperless
for chairman, secretary and
working committee. 

Details of members, details
of service providers like secu-
rity, housekeeping, pest con-
trol, lift and other equipment
maintenance etc their con-
tracts, renewals all informa-
tion available on tip of finger
on software for members.
This online system is also
used to raise invoices against
all flats or select flats based
on area or based on a fixed
amount. 

Members receive e-mails
and SMSes whenever an in-
voice is raised against their
flat. This system of maintain-
ing a society is made in such a
way, so that the most common
communication gap problem
faced in residential societies
are solved. The main func-
tionality of it is that, there is
an online billing and account-
ing. In this system the bills, re-
ceipts and vouchers are creat-
ed in easy manner also the
system is user friendly. Admin
can also keep track of expens-
es using this system. Admin
can retrieve report of expens-
es it includes service
providers bill. 

In recent times many mass
housing projects have many
blocks in one projects, for bet-
ter maintenance and fair
practices, management is
done separately for each block
for smooth functioning. Digi-
tal Society management sys-
tem is blessing in true sense in
such type of housing. Now the
time has come to go digital
even in society's management
and societies should adopt
smart practices and go digital.

—Anushrav Bhatt
(City-based housing planner

& real estate analyst)

SMARTMOVE

Society management going digital 
From raising an invoice to alerting members of a society via emails and SMSes, latest technologies are being
widely used in a society’s day-to-day functioning 

QUICK BYTE

Members receive e-mails and SMSes whenever an invoice
is raised against their flat. This system of maintaining a
society is made in such a way, so that the most common
communication gap problem faced in residential societies
are solved. The main functionality of it is that, there is an
online billing and accounting. In this system the bills,
receipts and vouchers are created in easy manner also the
system is user friendly. Administration can also keep track of
expenses using this system

SOCIETY'S FUNCTIONING 

In recent times many mass housing projects have many blocks
in one projects, for better maintenance and fair practices,
management is done separately for each block for smooth
functioning. Digital society management system is blessing in
true sense in such type of housing. Now the time has come to
go digital even in society's management and societies should
adopt smart practices and go digital. Details of members,
details of service providers like security, housekeeping, pest
control, lift and other equipment maintenance etc their
contracts, renewals all information available on tip of finger on
software for members. 

ONLINE TRANSACTIONS  

03 
SUNDAY, JULY 2, 2017

TIMES PPROPERTY

SAFESHELTER

CARE GIVERS AND
PERSONNEL FOR ALL
SENIOR CITIZEN AID

RELATED SERVICES LIKE
BANK MATTERS, BILL

PAYMENTS,
TRANSPORTATION, ETC

FAST FACT

I
n a move that aims to lend
respect, security and to-
getherness to our elders, a

surprisingly high number of
schemes in Gujarat are target-
ing the elderly with their ut-
most comfort in priority.

From Ahmedabad to Surat
and beyond, the state has wit-
nessed a sudden increase in
such schemes in the last 1-2
years, with even the big
builders and townships join-
ing the bandwagon. From
posh retirement homes to en-
tire apartment communities
for the elderly, a number of
such schemes have been
launched to provide senior
citizens with housing they can

be proud of.
“We recently went and saw

one such scheme between
Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar,
and we were pleasantly sur-
prised. There is an entire
apartment block for the elder-
ly with every possible amenity
you can think of, including 24-
hour medical care and dining

Posh retirement homes
wooing senior citizens 
From
Ahmedabad to
Surat and
beyond, the
state has
witnessed a
sudden
increase in
such schemes
in the last
couple of years

hall. It was most impres-
sive,” says 70-year-old
Vishal Singh.

Such homes are great for
the psychological health of
seniors who won't feel com-
promised when they move
into a posh address. Another
segment that can explore
the possibility is parents
whose children are far away.
According to realtors, even

NRIs are opting for these
nowadays. Some even

see it as a good
second home
or week-
days/weekend
option.

Following are
some features
common to

most luxury
housing schemes

for the elderly...
◗ Easy-to-maintain 1 or 2-
BHK apartments, no stair-
cases. Houses to be contain
temple, computer room, li-
brary, anti-skid tiles.
◗ Common dining hall serv-
ing all meals with home de-
livery facility.
◗ Club room, garden, guest
house and other common
premises all of which are
wheelchair friendly.
◗ Housekeeping for cleaning
and maintaining the inside
of the house as well as the
common areas outside.
◗ 24-hours doctor and am-
bulance on call and other
medical services like nurs-
ing, regular check-ups, talks.
◗ Care givers and personnel
for all senior citizen aid re-
lated services like bank mat-
ters, bill payments, trans-
portation, etc.
◗ 24 hour security personnel
in addition to CCTV cam-
eras and other security
equipment in the buildings.

—Surbhi Sheth

✱
▲SENIOR HOMES ARE GREAT

FOR THE PSYCHOLOGICAL
HEALTH OF SENIORS WHO
MAY NOT FEEL
COMFORTABLE IN A POSH
ADDRESS

▲SENIOR HOMES ARE EASY-
TO-MAINTAIN 1 OR 2-BHK
APARTMENTS WITH NO
STAIRCASES

FAST FACT
➤ 24 hour security personnel,

CCTV cameras and other
equipment in the buildings

➤ Common dining hall serving
all meals with home delivery
facility

TOPPRIORITY

Sports and fitness
high on buyers’ list

Good sports facilities attract good family crowd

WITH GROWING ECONOMIC PROSPERITY,
EXPANSION OF BUSINESS, INCREASE IN SALARY AND
HOUSEHOLD SIZE, PEOPLE LOOK FORWARD TO
INVEST IN PROPERTY

T
he latest in luxury flats across
the country are hi-tech sports
facilities. Be it a township,

multi-storey society, or even a bun-
galow block, builders are going all
out to woo potential posh buyers
with state-of-the-art sports zones.
And this is because games and
sports rank high on priority for most
buyers today. 

Developers unanimously agree
that age is no bar when it comes to
fitness these days, for a lot of fami-
lies indulge in sports as much for fit-
ness, as for children’s play. And so
while you have the common swings,
gymnasium, table-tennis and bad-
minton courts in a lot of societies to-
day, the game zone has also given
way to football, volleyball, squash,
yoga, zumba, pool, et al, all of which
are provided for and conducted by
experts under proper guidance and
in a wholesome environment. 

“We recently moved from Mani-
nagar to Vastrapur, and with two
small children, one of the first things
we considered was the games avail-
able in a prospective building. Final-
ly, we went in a for an apartment
which had different sports like bad-

minton and cricket in addition to a
small swings playground so that the
kids could go down in the evening,
play, and make new friends. It is very
important for kids,” says homemak-
er Vanita Makwana. 

Needless to say, the kids are al-
ready loving the new place. Her
eight-year-old son Pulin adds, “I’ve
made a lot of new friends and I love
going down in the evenings to play
with them. We play a lot of differ-
ent games for close to two hours
every day. Even my school friends
who live nearby love to come and
play in my society for we have a
very large ground.”

Parents are choosing societies
which offer great sports facilities for
they give their children a chance to
indulge in sports which they might
not be able to in school, within the
safe boundaries of their home. It
also provides the parents, especially
busy mothers, an opportunity to
pursue their own fitness at ease. 

And what makes the experience
worth it is the state-of-the-art-tech-
nology. From providing equipment
to adequate surfaces and proper di-
mension grounds, sports in societies
are at par with the best in technique. 

“We are proud of the sporting
activities in our society, and it is
very rewarding for us to see the
residents use them widely. From
the pool to the skating ring and air-
conditioned gym, all our sports fa-
cilities are a huge hit and even
though all our flats are now sold,
we keep getting queries from inter-
ested parties who have heard great
reviews from their friends. This
enthusiasm also helps us maintain
the premises,” says Tejas Shah, sec-
retary of a multi-storey society in
Bopal. 

—Surbhi Sheth

BE IT A TOWNSHIP,
MULTI-STOREY
SOCIETY, OR EVEN A
BUNGALOW BLOCK,
BUILDERS ARE
GOING ALL OUT TO
WOO POTENTIAL
POSH BUYERS WITH
STATE-OF-THE-ART
SPORTS ZONES. AND
THIS IS BECAUSE
GAMES AND SPORTS
RANK HIGH ON
PRIORITY FOR MOST
BUYERS TODAY


